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Solar lighting could create 2
million jobs

Switching from fuel-based lighting — such as firewood and kerosene lanterns —
to solar-LED systems also create two million potential new jobs in developing
countries like India, a first-of-its-kind study has found.

Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (Berkeley Lab) researcher Evan Mills
conducted the first global analysis of how the transition to solar-LED (light-
emitting diode) lighting will impact employment and job creation.

“People like to talk about making jobs with solar energy, but it’s rare that the flip
side of the question is asked — how many people will lose jobs who are selling
the fuels that solar will replace?” said Mills.

“The good news is, we found that we will see many more jobs created than we
lose,” he said.

While there are about 274 million households worldwide that lack access to
electricity, the study focuses on about 112 million households, largely in Africa
and Asia, that cannot afford even a mini solar home system, which might power a
fan, a few lights, a phone charger and a small TV.

In countries such as Mali, Niger, Sierra Leone, India, Indonesia, and Kenya, fuel-
based lighting is not particularly “job-intensive.”

Individual entrepreneurs sell lanterns, wicks, candles, fuel dippers and kerosene
in small quantities, often in local markets or on the roadside, but few jobs are
created and many are part-time.

Researchers found that fuel-based lighting today provides 150,000 jobs
worldwide.

He did a similar analysis for the emerging solar-LED industry and also collected
data on employment rates for larger manufacturers and distributors representing
the majority of global production of products quality assured by the World Bank’s
Lighting Global initiative at the time.

He found that every one million of these lanterns provides an estimated 17,000
jobs.

These values include employees of these companies based in developing
countries but exclude upstream jobs in primary manufacturing by third parties
such as those in factories in China.

Assuming a three-year product life and a target of three lanterns per household,
this corresponded to about two million jobs globally, more than compensating for
the 150,000 jobs that would be lost in the fuel-based lighting market, researchers
said.

They also found that the quality of the jobs would be much improved.

“With fuel-based lighting a lot of these people are involved in the black market
and smuggling kerosene over international borders, and child labour is often
involved in selling the fuel,” Mills said.

“These new solar jobs will be much better jobs — they’re legal, healthy and more
stable and regular,” he said. The study was published in the journal Energy for
Sustainable Development.

 TweetShare

Rs 350 crore saved in construction of 3 city
flyovers

Sushma Swaraj rushes aid to 10,000 Indians
starving in Saudi Arabia

Realistic fantasy

Railways plan big shakeup of officer cadre

Free people from ‘dictatorship’ of 0.01%

Scores injured in violent J&K clashes

Vibrant textile traditions thrive in Northeast

No Articles Found

Intolerance for the wretched

Railways, Tata-led panel clash on roadmap

50-year-old dies of gangrene, KEM admits to
lapse

Indiabulls delaying flats: Buyers

NIA-style agency for cyber terror

I was slapped by ‘leader’, cries expelled AIADMK
member Sasikala Pushpa

Rio 2016: ‘Soft target’ Leander Paes hits back

Claude Arpi

China’s border tactics unchanged

In July 1952, the Intelligence
Bureau sent New Delhi a
worrying report about the
Garhwal-Tibet border; after
explaining that the border in
this area could “only be
crossed through Mana and Niti
Valley

Testing times for BJP

Not all charismatic leaders are
astute administrators. Efficient
governance has little
correlation to the ability to
seduce the electorate.

Most
Read

Most
Commented

Most
Emailed

Columnists
 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/
http://www.andhrabhoomi.net/
http://www.mydigitalfc.com/
http://www.asianage.com/content/rss
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Asian-Age/115378541808203
http://twitter.com/theasianagenews
http://fusion.google.com/add?source=atgs&feedurl=www.asianage.com/rss
http://www.asianage.com/user/login
http://www.asianage.com/
http://www.asianage.com/
http://www.asianage.com/india
http://www.asianage.com/metros
http://www.asianage.com/international
http://www.asianage.com/business
http://www.asianage.com/opinion
http://www.asianage.com/sports
http://www.asianage.com/entertainment
http://www.asianage.com/life-and-style
http://www.asianage.com/newsmakers
http://www.asianage.com/books
http://onlineepaper.asianage.com/
http://www.asianage.com/category/category/science-health
http://www.asianage.com/category/source/pti
http://www.asianage.com/category/place/washington
http://www.asianage.com/forward?path=node%2F516884
http://www.asianage.com/print/516884
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.asianage.com/technomics/solar-lighting-could-create-2-million-jobs-884
http://www.asianage.com/
http://www.asianage.com/business
http://www.asianage.com/more/channel/1597
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&amp;username=xa-4ba9fb792cf65d6f
http://twitter.com/share
http://www.asianage.com/delhi/rs-350-crore-saved-construction-3-city-flyovers-514
http://www.asianage.com/india/sushma-swaraj-rushes-aid-10000-indians-starving-saudi-arabia-211
http://www.asianage.com/books/realistic-fantasy-063
http://www.asianage.com/india/railways-plan-big-shakeup-officer-cadre-617
http://www.asianage.com/columnists/free-people-dictatorship-001-379
http://www.asianage.com/india/scores-injured-violent-jk-clashes-848
http://www.asianage.com/arts/vibrant-textile-traditions-thrive-northeast-417
http://www.asianage.com/columnists/intolerance-wretched-000
http://www.asianage.com/india/railways-tata-led-panel-clash-roadmap-192
http://www.asianage.com/mumbai/50-year-old-dies-gangrene-kem-admits-lapse-434
http://www.asianage.com/mumbai/indiabulls-delaying-flats-buyers-815
http://www.asianage.com/india/nia-style-agency-cyber-terror-451
http://www.asianage.com/india/i-was-slapped-leader-cries-expelled-aiadmk-member-sasikala-pushpa-609
http://www.asianage.com/tennis/rio-2016-soft-target-leander-paes-hits-back-589
http://www.asianage.com/claude-arpi-987
http://www.asianage.com/claude-arpi-987
http://www.asianage.com/columnists/china-s-border-tactics-unchanged-075
http://www.asianage.com/nilanjan-mukhopadhyay-027
http://www.asianage.com/columnists/testing-times-bjp-069
http://www.asianage.com/technomics/solar-lighting-could-create-2-million-jobs-884#fragment-1
http://www.asianage.com/technomics/solar-lighting-could-create-2-million-jobs-884#fragment-2
http://www.asianage.com/technomics/solar-lighting-could-create-2-million-jobs-884#fragment-3
http://www.asianage.com/technomics/solar-lighting-could-create-2-million-jobs-884#fragment2-1


 Search

#Discover

Give a rating: 

LatestLeave a comment

     

ME
What is your opinion?

Name Email

Post

Talk of the Town

Omar Abdullah
lashes out at PDP,
says Modi govt's
stance 'shocking' |
The Asian Age

2 J&K Focus delayed
is opportunity
denied | The Asian
Age

2

Asked L-G not to
remove 2 officers
Manish Sisodia |
The Asian Age

1 ISIS leader in
Afghanistan and
Pakistan killed in
US strike official |
The Asian Age

1

Supreme Court to
Centre Don't sit on
judges' postings |
The Asian Age

1 Punish Pakistan for
Balochistan
policies, says EU
parliamentarian |
The Asian Age

1

About Us Contact Us Career Feedback Copyright © 2011 The Asian Age. All rights reserved.

Nilanjan
Mukhopadhyay

Home India Metros International Business Opinion Sports

Entertainment Life & Style Newsmakers Books E-Paper

Science + Health

http://www.asianage.com/content/rss
http://twitter.com/theasianagenews
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Asian-Age/115378541808203
http://fusion.google.com/add?source=atgs&feedurl=http://www.asianage.com/rss
http://www.andhrabhoomi.net/
http://www.mydigitalfc.com/
http://www.deccanchronicle.com/
http://vuukle.com/
http://vuukle.com/pub/#/asianage.com/
https://vuukle.com/redirect.aspx?host=asianage.com&uri=asianage.com%2findia%2fomar-abdullah-lashes-out-pdp-says-modi-govts-stance-shocking-659
https://vuukle.com/redirect.aspx?host=asianage.com&uri=asianage.com%2findia%2fomar-abdullah-lashes-out-pdp-says-modi-govts-stance-shocking-659#vuukle_div
https://vuukle.com/redirect.aspx?host=asianage.com&uri=asianage.com%2fcolumnists%2fjk-focus-delayed-opportunity-denied-725
https://vuukle.com/redirect.aspx?host=asianage.com&uri=asianage.com%2fcolumnists%2fjk-focus-delayed-opportunity-denied-725#vuukle_div
https://vuukle.com/redirect.aspx?host=asianage.com&uri=asianage.com%2fdelhi%2fasked-l-g-not-remove-2-officers-manish-sisodia-471
https://vuukle.com/redirect.aspx?host=asianage.com&uri=asianage.com%2fdelhi%2fasked-l-g-not-remove-2-officers-manish-sisodia-471#vuukle_div
https://vuukle.com/redirect.aspx?host=asianage.com&uri=asianage.com%2finternational%2fisis-leader-afghanistan-and-pakistan-killed-us-strike-official-581
https://vuukle.com/redirect.aspx?host=asianage.com&uri=asianage.com%2finternational%2fisis-leader-afghanistan-and-pakistan-killed-us-strike-official-581#vuukle_div
https://vuukle.com/redirect.aspx?host=asianage.com&uri=asianage.com%2findia%2fsupreme-court-centre-don-t-sit-judges-postings-526
https://vuukle.com/redirect.aspx?host=asianage.com&uri=asianage.com%2findia%2fsupreme-court-centre-don-t-sit-judges-postings-526#vuukle_div
https://vuukle.com/redirect.aspx?host=asianage.com&uri=asianage.com%2findia%2fpunish-pakistan-balochistan-policies-says-eu-parliamentarian-603
https://vuukle.com/redirect.aspx?host=asianage.com&uri=asianage.com%2findia%2fpunish-pakistan-balochistan-policies-says-eu-parliamentarian-603#vuukle_div
http://www.asianage.com/content/about-us
http://www.asianage.com/content/contact-us
http://www.asianage.com/content/careers
http://www.asianage.com/contact
http://www.asianage.com/nilanjan-mukhopadhyay-027
http://www.asianage.com/
http://www.asianage.com/india
http://www.asianage.com/metros
http://www.asianage.com/international
http://www.asianage.com/business
http://www.asianage.com/opinion
http://www.asianage.com/sports
http://www.asianage.com/entertainment
http://www.asianage.com/life-and-style
http://www.asianage.com/newsmakers
http://www.asianage.com/books
http://onlineepaper.asianage.com/
http://www.asianage.com/category/category/science-health

